English 101C (Section 3)
Academic English II for Undergraduates                            Fall 2010

Time and Classroom: MWF 1:10-2:00pm in Ross 115 (M) and Ross 27 (W & F)
Instructor: Shannon McCrocklin
Office Hours: Tu, Th 12:00-2:00pm
Office: Ross 221
Email: mccrockl@iastate.edu


Mailbox: Ross 206
Website: http://courses.isucomm.iastate.edu
Textbook and Materials 
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WORKBOOK

A Writing Text with Readings

i
§  TRUDY SMOKE






Smoke, Trudy. A Writer’s Workbook: A Writing Text with Readings, 4th edition. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2005.

One folder with pockets for organizing major papers
A collegiate dictionary
Notebook paper for notes and small assignments
1 Flash drive on which to save all your English 101C work

Objectives

· to develop fluency and self-confidence in your writing
· to improve your understanding of the writing process
· to develop writing and revising strategies
· to develop your vocabulary ability
· to give you practice in using outside source material appropriately in your writing
· to increase your ability to recognize and improve problem areas in your writing
· to prepare you to meet basic standards of correctness in writing

Grading and Evaluation
Major Paper 1 Personal Essay
10%

Major Paper 2 Response Essay
15%
Major Paper 3 Compare/Contrast
15%
Major Paper 4 Cause/Effect
20%

Major Paper 5 Final exam (in class persuasive essay)



10%

There are no exceptions to our class final exam time designated by ISU. Check this website now so you do not make travel plans that conflict with your final exam: http://www.public.iastate.edu/~registrar/exams/tentexam.shtml#contact.
Journal (one entry every two weeks)
10%
Vocabulary project (one entry every two weeks)
10%

Class Participation
10%
Grade Descriptions
While it is assumed that students admitted to the university can perform satisfactorily most of the time, earning As and Bs at the university level requires strong and consistent effort. I will provide feedback on your work. Be realistic in your expectations about grades; start papers early and work steadily to avoid last-minute rushing; and make an appointment with me if you do not understand an assignment’s grade.

A   94-100%

C    73-76%

A-  90-93%

C-  70-72%

B+ 87-89%

D+ 67-69%

B   83-86%

D    63-66%

B-  80-82%

D-  60-62%

C+ 77-79%

F    59% and below
Assignments

The five papers will be spaced during the semester and allow you to focus on different writing skills. Papers will be evaluated on material and organization as well as expression and correctness. I will explain specific criteria for each paper at the time the paper is assigned. All major papers should be word processed on a computer with double spacing. Always make a backup copy whenever you work on the computer, and save and print hardcopies of your work frequently!
Revising is a crucial part of good writing; no one produces a great paper the first time through. You will have many chances to revise early drafts of your papers. You will get feedback from your classmates before you hand in your papers in "peer response" sessions. These sessions are a required part of the writing process, and you must bring a completed draft to get credit for participating in them. When you hand in your papers for a grade, you must include in your folder all early drafts and the comments you received from the peer response. Keep all early drafts and comments on your papers in one folder for easy reference during the semester.

The journal will allow you a chance to explore ideas for future papers and improve your fluency.  Journals will be due every two weeks. You will have 2-3 possible topics for each which will be assigned a week before they are due. Each journal entry should be approximately one page (about 300 words). The journal will be evaluated on content only and will include online discussions. You can do well on this assignment if you provide complete and thoughtful responses to the assigned topics.
The vocabulary assignment will help you become more aware of vocabulary in your reading and will help you increase the number of words you can use effectively. You will be sharing the words you find with a group of your classmates and compiling a dictionary. More directions for this assignment will be provided before the first vocab set is due.
All work completed outside of class should be typed. Make sure you have a backup copy of all work before you turn it in to be graded. Major papers are due at the beginning of class on the day they are to be handed in. For each class day a major paper is late, your grade will be lowered one letter grade. I will not accept papers more than two days late. Late journal and vocabulary assignments will not be accepted, either. Not completing all major papers seriously jeopardizes your ability to receive a passing grade at the end of the semester.
Class Attendance and Participation

Your participation and involvement in class are important, not only for you, but also for your classmates. For this reason, attendance is required. I will allow you three absences without penalty; having four absences can lower your final grade. Grades will be lowered further for each additional absence, and nine absences will be grounds for failing the class. Work due on a day you are absent must be turned in on time, either sent with a classmate or delivered to me before our class period. If some personal emergency occurs that will result in your being absent from class, please contact me ahead of class time so that we can make other arrangements.

· Missing more than three classes will lower your grade, and excessive absences (more than two weeks) will result in a failing grade for the course.
· Specifically,  each absence after three will reduce your class grade by one step (a B+ becomes a B; a C becomes a C-), and after a total of nine absences, you must drop the course or you will receive an F.
· There are no excused absences except for DOCUMENTED official university activity such as field trips and sickness/accidents (doctor’s note required). Excuses such as having to study for midterms/finals, going on trips with friends, and getting up late are not acceptable.
· Even with a valid reason to miss, you cannot accumulate so many absences in a semester that your work and classroom experience are too compromised for you to remain in the class. I will advise you if your absences—regardless of their reason—are too numerous for you to remain in English 101C or whether you need to drop the class and take it in a semester when your schedule permits regular attendance. 
· Class will start on time. If you come to class after class starts, your lateness will be recorded, and three lates are considered as one absence.
· If you are more than 10 minutes late to class, you will be counted absent.
· Missing during group work means taking an F for that activity, as it cannot be made up individually.

· When classes are cancelled for conferences in my office, missing a scheduled conference counts as an absence.
· Your advisor may also be notified of attendance issues that threaten your ability to pass the class and you may receive a midterm low-grade report because of your attendance.
· This is an ENGLISH class. If you speak languages other than English in class, your participation grade will be lowered.
Conferences
We will have individual conferences as needed during the semester.  Please feel free to drop by during my office hours or make an appointment to see me at any other time if you have questions about your writing. I am here to help you.
Plagiarism
Understanding what constitutes plagiarism and academic dishonesty will help prevent you from committing these acts inadvertently and will strengthen your writing. Plagiarism is a serious legal and ethical breach, and it is treated as such by the university. Detecting plagiarism in English 101C is often fairly easy for an instructor who is familiar with your work. You may not use another person’s words without giving credit to that person. All work that you turn in must be your own. If you use outside sources for any work done in this class, you must document these sources.
Examples of plagiarism include:
1. Writing your essay in your own language and having someone else translate it into English
2. Translating an article/essay in your language, which was not written by you, into English
3. Copying an essay written by another student
4. Having another person write your essay for you
5. Copying excerpts from articles/essays from the internet, textbooks, journals, etc. without citing your sources
If you have any questions about using work other than your own in your paper, see your instructor before you turn in an assignment.
Students with Disabilities
Please address any special needs or special accommodations with me at the beginning of the semester or as soon as you become aware of your needs. Those seeking accommodations based on disabilities should obtain a Student Academic Accommodation Request (SAAR) form from the Student Disability Resources (SDR) office (515-294-7220). SDR is located on the main floor of the Students Services Building, Room 1076.
Diversity Affirmation

Iowa State does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. Vietnam Era Veteran. This class adheres to those guidelines. Alternative viewpoints are welcome in this classroom and students who are expressing their views are to be treated with respect. However, statements that are deemed racist, sexist, homophobic, classist, or otherwise discriminatory toward others in the class will not be tolerated.
The following schedule is tentative and may change throughout the semester. Check the Moodle website before each class for the most accurate schedule. Please note that the readings assigned should be read before the assigned class.
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Week 1 M Diagnostic/Intro to Class

W The Writing Process/ Discuss Journals

F Discussing Chapter 1 & Intro to Assignment 1 Rd. Ch. 2 p. 2-11

Week 2 M Exchange Journals & Discuss Audience and Purpose Journal 1 Due

W Discussing Chapter 6 (Narrative Writing) Rd. Ch. 6 p. 98-109

F 3 Invention Strategies

Week 3 M No Class University Holiday

W Discussing Chapter 7 (Descriptive Writing) Rd. Ch. 7 p. 118-125 

F Combine Vocab &Grammar Workshop Vocab Project 1

Week 4 M Exchange Journals & Discuss Analyzing Peer Papers Journal 2 Due

W Peer Response

F Intro to Assignment 2 & More Invention Strategies Paper 1 Due (Narrative)

Week 5 M Combine Vocab Vocab Project 2

W Discussing Chapter 9 (Writing Response Essays) Rd. Ch. 9 p. 150-158

F Structuring and Writing Response Essays & Developing Main Ideas

Week 6 M Exchange Journals & Focusing on Main Ideas Journal 3 Due

W Individual Conferences

F Individual Conferences

Week 7 M Combine Vocab & Grammar Workshop Vocab Project 3

W Peer Response

F Intro to Assignment 3  Paper 2 Due (Compare/Contrast)

Week 8 M Exchange Journals  Journal 4 Due

W Discuss Chapter 5 (Summarizing) Rd. Ch. 5 p. 79-88

F Practice Summarizing

Week 9 M Combine Vocab Vocab Project 4

W Discuss Chapter 2 (Compare/Contrast) Rd. Ch. 2 p. 18-29

F Structuring and Writing a Compare/Contrast Paper

Week 10 M Exchange Journals & Grammar Workshop Journal 5 Due

W Peer Response

F Intro to Assignment 4  Paper 3 Due (Response Essay)

Week 11 M Combine Vocab Vocab Project 5

W Discuss Ch. 10 (Cause/Effect Essays) Rd. Ch. 10 p. 168-174

F Structuring and Writing Cause/Effect Essays

Week 12 M Exchange Journals  Journal 6 Due

W Individual Conferences

F Individual Conferences

Week 13 M Combine Vocab & Grammar Workshop Vocab Project 6 

W Peer Response

F Intro to Final Essay Paper 4 Due (Cause/Effect)

Week 14 Fall Break- No Class

Week 15 M Exchange Journals  Journal 7 Due

W Discuss Ch. 4 (Persuasive Essays) & Transitions Rd. Ch. 4 p. 62-68

F Intros and Conclusions

Week 16 M Combine Vocab Vocab Project 7

W Discuss Ch. 8 (Persuasive Writing as Test Question) Rd. Ch. 8 p. 133-142

F

Evaluations and Prep for Final Essay

Week 17Th

Final Essay (Persuasive Essay)  



2

